
Hands On Hartford, in partnership with others, strengthens community in Hartford by responding 

faithfully to people in need through programs that change lives and renew human possibility. 

Sept.-Oct. 2017 News 

2017 Harvest Supper 
 

The October 5 Harvest Supper was a resounding success and lots of fun!  

Please visit our Facebook page for lots of photos of the event, thanks to our 

photographer (and Backpack Nutrition Program coordinator) Tabatha Cosme. 

For those who weren’t able to attend, guests partook of beer tastings from Hog 

River Brewery, delicious soup, salad and bread provided by Chefs Mark 

Georger and Jason Collin, Jen Acuna of Loafing Around LLC, Chef Jay Lewis, 

and our own Chefs Kim Bunton and Helen Colon.  In addition, a special treat 

of port and dark chocolate donated by Craig and Anne Diamond rounded out 

the evening as we enjoyed live jazz courtesy of the Straight from the Hart 

band.  Shout out to John Merz of AIDS Connecticut, whose skill as an 

auctioneer added the perfect touch! 

Whole Foods 5% Giving Day 
 

We are grateful to Whole Foods Markets and to all of those who shopped in 

West Hartford and Glastonbury on September 20 during Whole Foods’ 5% 

Community Giving Day!  Altogether, a whopping $14,443.64 was raised to 

support our weekend Backpack Nutrition Program for Hartford kids.  We are 

now providing weekend meals to 225 children in six schools through this 

program and this gift is a huge support in starting off the Backpack Program 

school year. 

Welcome New AmeriCorps VISTA Members! 
 

In September, we welcomed Kelvin Rosado and Tyrell Cooper, our newest 

AmeriCorps VISTA members of the Hartford Thrive! Project. Kelvin will be 

working on food access and Tyrell will be working on community engagement. 

We so glad they're part of the HOH team. Kelvin and Tyrell are shown here 

with Wanda Guzman, who is Program Manager, Community Engagement and 

the Hartford Thrive! project.  

Mark Your Calendars for November 16!  Whole Foods Markets, together with 102.9 The 

Whale—Hartford’s Classic Rock radio station—are sponsoring a food drive at the Whole Foods 

Markets located at Bishop’s Corner West Hartford, West Hartford Center and Glastonbury, all 

to benefit Hands On Hartford’s MANNA Community Pantry!  Hope to see everyone there! 

https://www.facebook.com/AmeriCorpsVISTA/?fref=mentions


 Faith In Action 
A special thank you to Avon Congregational Church for their financial and 

in-kind support of the 2017 Day of Sharing and Caring!  This special event, 

scheduled for November 2, is a recognition event for folks in Hartford 

fighting homelessness and hunger, including a delicious meal, 

entertainment, and gifts, organized by Faces of Homelessness, Hands On 

Hartford and Journey Home, with the support and assistance of many other 

donors and volunteers, including the host site:  The Franciscan Center for 

Urban Ministry at Saint Patrick Saint Anthony Church in Hartford. 

In mid-October, inspiring Faces of Homelessness Speakers’ Bureau Joe 

shared his story with 150 freshmen at East Catholic High School. It was 

early in the morning, but we still got some stimulating questions and had a 

great discussion about the value of recognizing a person's humanity.  (Joe 

has also been deeply involved in planning the Day of Sharing and Caring, 

described above.) 

 

To find out more about Faces of Homelessness, including speaking events 

and Feet on the Street tours, contact A.J. or Anne, Co-Coordinators, at 

facesofhomelessness@handsonhartford.org. 

Caterers Who Care:  Hands On Hartford’s mission-driven catering business 
 

Caterers Who Care will deliver breakfast, lunch, or dinner to your office or off-site location, no matter how big or 

small the meeting or event. From home-made muffins and pastries, to sandwiches and platters, and much more! We 

will custom-design a menu to fit your budget, and accommodate many dietary specifications or restrictions. 
 

Looking to book an off-site event? Caterers Who Care can host and cater the event in one of Hands On Hartford’s 

meeting rooms at our beautifully restored Center for Community just minutes from downtown Hartford.   
 

Caterers Who Care supports Hands On Hartford’s mission by providing jobs for people who face barriers to 

employment. Additionally, all revenues in excess of our costs are used to fund our basic needs services. 
 

For more information including pricing and menu options contact Barbara Shaw at 860-706-1502  or  

bshaw@handsonhartford.org. 



We all have our hands on Hartford! 

At the 2017 Labor Day 

Meal, we served 198 

guests with the assistance 

of 30 volunteers!  It was a 

beautiful day, the food 

was delicious and 

everyone was left with 

appetites satisfied and lots 

of love! 

On 9/11 Service Day, 

we worked with a team 

from The Hartford, 

prepping and packaging 

produce for the pantry, 

composting and 

creating inspirational 

notes and packing 

supplies for the 

children's backpack 

nutrition program. 

The Café at Fifty-Five 

had fun hosting a table 

and selling tasty and 

nutritious treats at this 

year’s Nightfall event. 

It was wonderful to see 

folks from across the 

city (and beyond) 

enjoying the festivities. 

A Happy Monday visit from Frontier 

Communications! These Frontier employees 

brought a 350 pound food donation for the 

MANNA Community Pantry. Thank you from all 

of us and from our pantry families. 

Community Costumes, 

established and operated by 

teens, collects and donates 

Halloween costumes for 

children.  This year they 

brought us 89 costumes to 

share with our pantry 

families, including this fun 

flamingo!  This gift will 

make Halloween more fun 

for so many of our 

Hartford neighbors. 

Origins  

 

Located at 500 West farms Mall 

Farmington Ct 

(Lower level behind Starbucks) 

T 860-521-7965 

 

Show, Love and take action with 
Origins! Enjoy a FREE Mini- Facial and 
give back to the community. Donate to 
Hands On Hartford serving neighbors 

in need with NEW unused items for 
Women, Men and Children such as: 

Scarfs, Hats, Socks & Gloves  
 

With your donation receive a FREE 
custom gift from Origins. 

 

Walk in or call ahead for your ultimate 
pampering experience today! 

 

This drive for gifts of warmth is for the 
entire month of November, 2017 

https://www.facebook.com/TheHartford/?fref=mentions


 MANNA Food Programs: Community Meals, 

Community Pantry, and Backpack Nutrition 

Program 

 HOH Neighborhood Services:  homelessness 

prevention, Operation Fuel, economic stability and 

health & nutrition services 

 HOH Housing:  supportive housing services 

 Faces of Homelessness Speakers’ Bureau 

 Community Engagement: volunteer placement, 

customized community service projects and 

immersions. 

For information about volunteering and customized 

service projects, contact Wanda at 

wguzman@handsonhartford.org, 860-706-1507. 

For more information about our programs, financial 

and in-kind support, contact Kate at 

kshafer@handsonhartford.org, 860-706-1505. 

Hands On Hartford Programs 

55 Bartholomew Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106   
Phone: 860-728-3201  -  Fax: 860-549-8550 

www.handsonhartford.org 

Are you an online shopper? 
 

Check out Amazon Smile – for all Amazon.com shoppers, 

start your shopping at smile.amazon.com.  Select Hands On 

Hartford as your charity, and you’re off and running! .5% of 

eligible purchases will go to Hands On Hartford. 

Volunteers Wanted: 
 

Children’s Backpack Delivery: Thursdays 12:45-3pm. 

Accompany Hands On Hartford staff to load van and 

deliver backpack bins to 6 Hartford schools. Must be able 

to lift 40 pounds repetitively and commit to 6+ months of 

volunteering. 

 

Food Sorting:  November 16, 3-5:30pm. Unload and sort 

Thanksgiving food donation at Hands On Hartford, 55 

Bartholomew Avenue, Hartford. 

 

Load the Truck!  November 16, 6-7pm.  Meet at 3 Whole 

Foods locations- Glastonbury, West Hartford Blue Back 

Square & West Hartford Bishop’s Corner- to load Hands 

On Hartford box truck with food drive donations. 

 

Unload the Truck!  November 17,  9-10am. Unload food 

drive donations at Hands On Hartford, 55 Bartholomew 

Avenue, Hartford. 

 

Assemble Thanksgiving food packages:  November 17,  

9-11:30am- Sort and pack Thanksgiving bags for 

Community Pantry families at Hands On Hartford. 

 

Contact Wanda Guzman at 

wguzman@handsonhartford.org or 860-706-1507. 

If you’re looking for a delicious breakfast or 

lunch,  a great cup of coffee, a place to do some 

work out of  the office, or meet with colleagues or 

friends, come on in to The Café at Fifty-Five here 

at 55 Bartholomew Avenue. 
 

 Open Tuesday through Friday, 7:30am until 

2:30pm.   
 

 New breakfast items added! 
 

 Free WiFi, friendly staff, books to borrow, 

comfortable couches—we have it all! 
 

 If you’re in a hurry, call ahead with your order:  

860-706-1523. 
 

 We cater—your place or ours!  Just give us a 

call to talk about our menu and get a quote 

(860-706-1502). 
 

 Check us out on Facebook @TheCafeatFifty-Five 

Celebrating 

our 1st year in 

business! 


